
the first one of many such state institutions, was
opened for the very poor.
As a fitting mark of its twenty-fifth anniver-

sary, the Children's Pavilion was begun in 1916
for the treatment of tuberculous children under
fourteen years of age, and this is now well un-
der way on the Sanatorium grounds. It is to
be an open-air school and sanatorium. The im-
portance of early treatment of suspected tuber-
culosis in children cannot be overestimated. The
officers of the Sanatorium are, therefore, ex-
ceedingly desirous that the benefit of their
experience may be immediately made available
to children, and are asking that money, not only
for current expenses but for the endowment
fund and the Children's Pavilion, may be pro-
vided in generous quantity. Checks and pledges
may be mailed to any member of the following
committee: Dr. Vincent Y. Bowditch, chair-
man, William T. Sedgwick, Dr. Joel E. Goldth-
wait, Mrs. Charles A. Porter, Nathaniel H.
Stone, Mrs. Henry P. King and Jeremiah Smith,
Jr.

NEW ENGLAND NOTES.

New England Tuberculosis Conference.—
A conference on tuberculosis, to include all New
England, will be held in Rutland, Vermont, on
October 4th and 5th of this year. A committee
of fifty in the New England states has been ap-
pointed to help make this conference a success.
Local members of this Committee are as follows :
Dr. Edward 0. Otis, Boston; Dr. Arthur K.

Stone, Boston; Dr. Vincent Y. Bowditch, Bos-
ton; Dr. Allen J. McLaughlin, State Com. of
Health, Boston ; Mrs. Thomas Conant, Glouces-
ter; Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, Framingham;
Seymour H. Stone, Boston ; Dr. John B. Hawes,
2nd, Boston ; Miss Mary Van Zile, Beverly ; Dr.
Joseph H. Pratt, Boston ; Dr. I. J. Clark, Haver-
hill; Dr. George L. Schadt, Springfield.
Many phases of the tuberculosis problem will

be dealt with. Because of the relation of tuber-
culosis to the war the conference should attract
many delegates from different parts of New
England.

NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT SOCIETIES

Franklin.—The regular bi-monthly meeting
of the Franklin District Medical Society was
held at the Mansion House, Greenfield, on Tues-
day morning, July 10, at 11.15 o'clock.
The following papers were read: "Manage-

ment of Labor," by Dr. G. P. Twitchell; "Ear
Complications of Infectious Diseases," with case
reports, by Dr. F. A. Millett.

DR. H. N. Howe, Pres.,
DR. F. A. Millett, Sec.

Miscellany.
UNITED STATES VITAL STATISTICS

IN 1915.
The census bureau of the United States De-

partment of Commerce has recently completed
and issued ¡t survey of birth and death rates in
the United States in 1915, affording a basis of
comparison with similar statistics in other coun-
trics.
"In the recently established birth-registration

area of the United States—comprising the six
New England States, New York, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Minnesota, and the District of Colum-
bia, with an estimated population of 31,150,000,
representing 31 per cent, of the total for the
United States—776,304 infants were born alive
in 1915, representing a birth rate of 24.9 per1,000 of population. For every state in the
registration area, and for most of the cities there
was a substantial excess of births over deaths,
but this excess was most pronounced in those lo-
calities in which the proportion of foreign popu-lation is largest. The mortality rate of infants
under 1 year of age averaged 100 per 1,000
births, ranging from 70 in Minnesota to 120 in
Rhode Island, and, among places having 25,000inhabitants or more, from 54 in Brookline and
Maiden, Mass., to 196 in Shenandoah, Pa. These
are among the significant facts presented in a
preliminary statement just made public byDirector Sam. L. Rogers of the Bureau of the
Census. Department of Commerce.
"This statement—giving, as it does, the first

Federal statistics of births ever published'—
makes possible a comparison of birth rates in
the registration area of the United States and
in foreign countries, and throws light on such
matters as the extent to which the populationsof the states and cities in the birth-registration
area are increasing through excess of births over
deaths, the relation between the birth rate and
the rate of infant mortality, the relation between
the birth rate and the racial composition of the
population, etc.
"The birth rate for the birth-registration area

as a whole in 1915—24.9 per 1,000 population—exceeded the death rate for the same area—14
per 1,000—by 10.9 per 1,000, or nearly 78 per
cent. That is to say, if the birth and death
rates prevailing in that year were to remain un-
changed, and if no migration were to take place
to or from the area to which the figures relate,its population would increase annually by 10.9
per 1,000, or by nearly 1.1 -per cent. The birth
rates of the registration states ranged from 21.1
in Maine to 26.7 in Connecticut and Michigan;
and the death rates ranged from 10.1 in Min-
nesota to 16.1 in New Hampshire. The highest
death rate was thus much lower than the lowest
birth rate. The greatest excess of births over
deaths—14.4 per 1,000 population—appears for
Minnesota, and the smallest—5.5 per 1,000—for
Maine.
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